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ut after printing both sides

PostScript
PostScript is a digital page description language devised in 1984 by
Adobe Systems Inc. to describe the position and outline of drawn
lines or typographical characters placed on a page. The resulting
scripted instructions are rather like amap for buried treasure; so many
paces north; so many east, and so on.

The paces are not measured in yards or metres but in typesetter's
‘points’, each being one seventy-second of an inch. The interpreter in
a PostScript laser printer rasterises the instructions into microscopic
dots of toner that are fused on to the paper when a page is printed.
The PostScript language is used by computer printing equipment
throughout the world.

What is Direct PostScript?

Text to be typeset is given some simple codes from an accompanying
PostScript typesetting dictionary and is sent to a laser printer using a
downloading utility. The files are application-independent and do not
rely on third party DTP software such as PageMaker or Quark XPress
to convert text and illustrations into the PostScript language. The files
may be viewed on-screen by conversion into the Portable Document
Format using Adobe Acrobat.

Direct PostScript book files may be archived for the foreseeable
future; edited without needing software trandators, are easily
transmitted by electronic mail; and may be transferred to film or
plates for offset printing in the happy event of large orders.
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Self-Printing Books

A TINYHELP

Compiled by
David Byram-Wigfield

The Cappella TinyHelps offer some suggestions for book
production for those who wish to typeset and print on demand
limited editions either for local or personal sale, or as taster
copies for submission to commercia publishers.

This first of the series considers some of the problems of book
production; the types of page imposition suitable for laser
printing; and the variety of possible editions.

Cappella Archive

Book on Demand Limited Editions

Foley Terrace: Great Malvern : WR14 4RQ : UK
* 1998 David Byram-Wigfield. All rights reserved.
byram@cappella.demon.co.uk
http://www.cappella.demon.co.uk

PostScript is a trademark of Adobe Systems Inc., which may be registered in certain jurisdictions.
Typeset in Direct PostScript by the Cappella TinyDict
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Instructions
Print page 1, trim along the dotted line, turn over sideways, print page 2 on the reverse. 
If desired, produce a larger size by scaling a printout to 141% on a photo-copier. 
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Book Production

T IS very peculiar that whether an author’s work is printed or not

should depend on the editorial caprice of a publisher. After al,
theatres and recording studios do not reject their prospective hirers on
the grounds of incompetence, lack of artistic merit, or profitablility,
although some purists may wish the contrary. Frequently, an author’s
work may involve several years of hard work and it is only right and
proper that it should be printed, however arcane or mundane the
subject.

On the other hand, neither should an author expect a publisher to be
an unholy trinity of money lender, literary midwife, and spin doctor;
who provides free of charge three thousand copies to be scattered like
grapeshot to the Sale or Return trade winds of chance, in the
expectation of selling one third of that number over two years, for a
royalty of less than ten percent.

Despite the sniffy attitude of booksellers and publishers to what they
like to call ‘vanity publishing’, many successful authors have paid for
their work to be printed. Charles Dickens paid for ‘A Christmas
Carol’and Jane Austen for ‘Mansfield Park’. More recently, Jill Paton
Walsh, after fourteen rejections by commercia publishers, set up her
own publishing company to produce her 1994 Booker prize-winning
‘Knowledge of Angels’, and Timothy Mo produced ‘Brunmout in
Breadfruit Boulevard'.

One solution is to print a Book on Demand; laser printing copies as
they are ordered to sell by mail order or through clubs and societies. It
provides a much greater financia return than selling through
bookshops; encourages authors to take amore activer lein the selling
of their product; and minimizes the waste and storage of unsold
returns.

This suggests a return to the eighteenth century English method of
publishing, whereby an author compiled alist of ‘subscribers’ whose
purchasing number would cover the cost of typesetting the edition.

Cappella Archive 2

As editing can be done so easily, it isagood idea aways to provide a
printing date on the copyright page of each copy, comparable with the
Impression year of traditional publications.

Possible Editions
Printing and publishing a book is lengthy process and you should
consider the work involved and the cost. Here are some tasks and
decisions that have to be done, the first of which is probably the most
important.

1. Reading: seek the opinions of five unrelated people.

2. Grammar editing: pay a higher level English teacher or lecturer.

3. Typesetting: buy a compositor’s guide, such as Hart’s Rules.

4. Archiving: how? make generation backups: father/son/grandson.

5. Paper: pay for proper quality book paper, shortgrained for folios.

6. Artwork and photos: pay for drawing or camera expertise.

7. Printing: how? by whom? laser or copy-printing or offset.

8. Production: how many? collated or one at atime: copy storage.

9. Binding: spiral, sewn, glued, paperback, hardback, dustjacket.
10. Sales: by whom? outlets - clubs, societies, academic bodies.

What kind of edition?
1. Taster copies: about 30 to send to commercial publishers.
Send a summary first and only post to an interested respondee.
2. Limited edition: some 50 for arm-twisted family and friends.
3. Book on Demand edition: personal sales of 50-100 copies p.a.
4. Commercial copyprint edition: usually 200-500 paperbacks.
5. Full commercia edition of 2-3000 copies: average costs are:
20% printing: 5% warehousing: 15% invoicing and returns
10% distributor:  33-40% booksellers' markup: 10% royalty

Royalties are only paid on sold copies and it may take twelve
months before payment. Eventually, remainders will be returned or
otherwise disposed of when the warehouse space is needed.

7 Self-printing Books
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Instructions
Print page 1, trim along the dotted line, turn over sideways, print page 2 on the reverse. 
If desired, produce a larger size by scaling a printout to 141% on a photo-copier. 


